Wrablers Rehearsal notes – 07.04.2026
1. VOCAL WARM UP
Thanks to Robin for this.

2. WARM UP SONG: IQUDE (4TH Outing) Sponsor Louli.
Sang twice using some time to go through staging as per Louli’s Staging document which included small changes in singing order. See Louli’s follow up email to Wrablers d/d 07.04.2026 for further details.
Action:	Marcus noted the importance of correct pitch on the entry calls and to carry notes to the end of the phrase.
We will run staging again at the All-Day rehearsal on Sunday 17 May 2026.

3. PATRICK SPENS (3rd Outing) Sponsor Marcus.
Marcus instructed dynamics to start are ‘loud but not super loud’. There was detailed work from Verse 3. ‘Oh, strong the arm...’onwards. Juliana clarified that it is ‘spoke’ rather than ‘spake’; and ‘blood red star’ not ‘blood red sky’. Marcus noted that lines need to be sang right through. - Examples: ‘And some sat in the chimney nook’ and ‘And some took watch the whole day long’ but really right all through song.
Action:	PV advised working on good breath support so that we can get through lines and the song does not drag or sound tired by the end.
	Watch consonants as well as vowel sounds
Men’s verse: Guys are to get a bit louder on last line - building towards the loudest phrase ‘fear a deadly storm’
Women’s verse: Apologies for my unhelpful pitching to start. Coming back into the coda after our part More work needed moving from here to coda. We sounded a bit uncertain and so weakened the end of the song. Robin suggested we use the first verse to remind us of the pattern.

4. STO MI E MILO (w) Sponsor Wendy/ DEEP RIVER (m) Sponsor Peter (3rd Outing)
Women’s song. Going well. Solid work on tempo and building up our harmonies.
Action: Get more confident with harmonies so as to vary the many verses.
Men’s song [from Peter]. Going well.
Action: Watch each other to synchronise tempo changes and lengths of pauses.

5. BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER (2nd Outing) Sponsor Peter.
Good outing. Thanks to Peter for amended score and the recording of piano part to use in Rob’s absence. There was a brief discussion about recording and how we come in. Marcus is to bring a speaker in next week to better hear the recording. We worked on rhythm of line of ‘need a friend’ in bar 82.

Action:	Watch consonants
	Take a look at the ‘ah-a ah (Sops)/ ah- ah (Altos)’ section at bars 48-49
	Listen to helpful links to performances our website.

6. SINGIN IN THE RAIN v3.1 (1st Outing) Sponsor Colin.
Good first outing. 
Colin sought to clarify the song’s intro, and we decided, I think, that we are to sing the words as written in the score. This got easier as we went along as it was tricky at first to keep together on it.
7. A.O.Bs.
a) Responses to ‘Notes taken from Full rehearsal March 29th, 2026’ (PV and LS)
Thanks to Phil and Louli for their work on this. We discussed a useful idea (thanks Phil!) of having a practice manual for key decisions that could be updated when decisions were made. i.e. score versions, part changes, key changes, etc. Some people thought that individual choir members’ own notes should cover this need – or the individual song page (so, updated by each sponsor on the website). But the point was taken that we use up valuable rehearsal time trying to remember/ explain various past decisions. – And that, of course, a song can actually be sung differently at any given time, and it would be good to record reasons for decision, especially for new or newer members.
Decision – these notes to be put on website, certainly until the end of the gig.
Re the idea of developing a practice manual, there was less consensus. It is a good idea which will be revisited if necessary. It was pointed out afterwards that, as excellent and idea as it is, we might not have capacity to do it – That creating and managing such a manual would mean a lot of work would rest with one person and such work might be discontinued if that person left
Louli is to check whether she can access and read content posted,  and/ or upload content on website.

b) Advertising for sop(s) and tenor (PV)
Phil raised the point that we need an up-to-date image of the choir for this purpose.  Louli noted that we needed sopranos urgently.
Decision: Peter will send out a drawing of Wrablers - and we will take a photograph at a future rehearsal. It was noted that recruitment is ongoing – it is unlikely we can get new members for this gig  but we can only be hopeful re the next gig.

c) Water gig outfits (Juliana)
Performance dress to go with the water theme was discussed.
Decision: Women’s dresses and men’s shirts; men’s trousers, black. Colours will be greens and blues, all shades, deep and pastel. Palette to be checked before performance date.

Next meeting (Chair: Marcus) Tuesday 21 April 2026 (when we resume weekly rehearsal).
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