Rehearsal 19.2.13

Chair: Amanda

Dear All, 

a good rehearsal - thanks and well done. Below are the minutes. I didn't take notes except at AOB - so if this is inaccurate or a misrepresentation in any way, just let me know and I will modify and re-post the minutes. I have also attached a workshop notice. Uli is a fabulous flamenco singer, and the workshop sounds fun.

Have a good couple of weeks.

Much love,

Chairman Miao

Minutes:

All attended the evening - with Jill as an auditioning guest.

We sang through the songs as on the agenda - Estrela, Ca the Yowes, Wilies rare and Java Jive.

Thanks to all who led the songs. You did a great job. Daniel charmed us into a melodic enthusiasm for the bright star in the first, Louli, despite being dentally challenged, stoically led us into a new arrangement of Ca the Yowes. There was some discussion about this. K made the point about the undulating nature of the song like the Scottish landscape and flora itself - the debate was whether or not to be faithful to this through Louli's arrangement or with full choir singing throughout. It seemed to be generally agreed that the smaller arrangement was more interesting and had great potential as is, but that we could add winds rushing through heather with more attention to our vocal dynamics. Willie's Rare was also a success and was tried in small groups and together, and Wendy seemed happy to listen to these and think on the recordings of them. (Wendy and I both needed a hug at this point in the evening. We arrived at a mutually satisfactory conclusion to this need.)

The audition: Deck the Halls and Ide Were. Jill asked me when she would hear - I said 2-3 days and then changed this to by the time of our next discussion after consulting others. I would ask that we compile our yes or no vote asap so we can get back to her asap. As we all know, it's hard to want to know without knowing in this sort of situation, so the sooner the better. Thanks Wendy for all your work in communicating with Jill to date, and in advance for compiling the vote outcome and letting her know. These things aren't easy and you do it really well.

Daniel's time on Java Jive was cut brutally short by me because we had squandered extra time earlier in the rehearsal. Sorry for this. Fabulous new arrangement and details on the composition - brilliantly and generously introduced - thanks Daniel. He has agreed to add his new bits to the music so we are clearer on them. Again thanks for doing this and squeezing it into a busy life.

I savagely cut When will I see you again? from the menu because we had run out of time. When will we see it again? The next chair - Matt - will let us know.

AOB: Apologies for next week:LS (Northern Lights is a mild excuse) JH and SS

Goring was proposed for November 22nd when the majority of us are free.

JB brought to our attn. Rob Cottrill's email but it was generally agreed March is too soon for a gig.

JB and MS both proposed that birthdays remain off the jobs list so that celebration never becomes a job. We are all asked to be sensitive to the spirit of the gift on these occasions and to share the cake, bubbly, card provision when the hussh hush birthday notification comes round. I did state however that card making is my pleasure and delight......

JB - reminder that we learn our parts rather than just listen to songs in preparation for a rehearsal.

DD will ask Nolia's for a gig date - 2nd July proposed.

DD wisely requested to have Java Jive scheduled for the latter half of a rehearsal so that he is not under uncomfortable pressure when working late to arrive earlier than he can without compromise.

Seb will switch song schedule to accomodate both this and the readiness of Blue Sky music.

