Wrablers meeting notes      2 Oct 2012

Chair: JB

Present: JB, JL, WT, KM, SS, LS, MS, MM, SE, DD, and Julian Hay (JH)

Absent: RM, AL, HM

We sang:

1. Milky Way - It was good to do this - to keep songs 'fresh' - or at least from mouldering away entirely! [I think we should do this every week in the warm-up song slot - even by picking song names out of a hat so we are kept on our toes… JB.]

1. Ding Dong Merrily on High - singing 'in excelsis' instead of 'in the highest', notch.

2. Alilo - Difficult song - sounding good for a first attempt. [Seb, you were right about the interval for the Sops before "He-ey". The robots were right too. It was me that was the odd one out. Apologies. Latterly, the sops were singing it right. JB]

3. Irish Blessing - DD to sing Tenor with Louli on this one. JH with Seb. Lovely song. Not meant for Rugby.

4. Gaudete - Some confusion over who sings what. Outcome: WT has emailed a revised allocation at the time of writing. Song was moved down to make it feasible for MS and JL and the Tenors. [Can anyone remember the new start note? JB]

5. Deck the Halls - Song moved down a semitone - much better. Song much improved by speeding it up massively - DD's idea. We need to learn it well and try this again - to make it more jingle-bell-like. Really. 

6. Winter Wonderland (small group). Some worries in the Parson Brown section - mostly due to Mrs Brown and WT. However, it's coming along nicely, altogether.

Well done JH and DD for being able to muck in all songs by reading the scores. 

AOB

1. JB has applied to Voicelab Christmas Market - see previous email. No reply as yet.

2. MS to organise/purchase tickets for travel to Polly. She will send an email stating our requirements as understood - everyone to shout loudly and speedily to confirm as she will be away on holiday next week. MM & SS going by cars - possibility of thereby transporting sausages [or sleeping bags? JB].

3. Dolly could not come as arranged for 16 Oct, so this event is being re-arranged by Seb.

4. Venues for Wrablers: We need a gig! Seb reports The Old Queens Head is expensive and booked up, so no go there. He mentioned 3-4 other pubs near the Angel as possibles - DD volunteered to check them out. Robin is reported to be waiting to heard from the former owner of the GO, who has gone to another pub. Louli offered to look into the Snooty Fox in Canonbury. [NB later on, in the pub, it was thought the Snooty Fox would not be so good as it's an awkward shape, has pillars, and serves food. People would be chewing and slurping during our set. Ugh.]

5. DD has friends who are opening a venue near Waterloo who have links with Ronnie Scotts [sorry - missed the detail here I was so awestruck. JB]. DD has weight as he is godfather to the friends' offspring. So maybe Wrablers could get in there. He suggested some could go along on Thurs evening when the daughter sings. DD to email details, including the name of the place which I also didn't catch (see above).

6. KM presented JB with Goring unplugged poster for Wrabler archive. Thank you Kathleen! Dec 21 is next Goring Unplugged, but some Wrabs are away and the date coincides with the Songlines Xmas do, so a no-go.

7. Next meeting 16 October is to include the audition for Heather and Julian - both are preparing Ide Were and Parting Glass. It was thought to do this not at the very beginning of the rehearsal - but to warm up and sing together a bit first. All comments to be sent to Wendy afterwards to co-ordinate and to let Heather (and now Julian) know within a week to 10 days. For decision process to be followed refer back to the constitution. 

8. Steven Taberner - Some went to his workshop last week. JB recorded everything. JB to extract the lullaby he taught from Edie in due course for Wrablers to learn.

9. WT to send MP3s and scores etc to Julian so he can prepare for next time, as per agenda below.

10. Proposed Agenda for 16 October:

New Songs: Estrela Brilhante, White Christmas (small group)

Nearly New Songs: Alilo, California Dreaming

Almost there: Willie's Rare, Cradle Song

Plus surprise warm-up song  [shall we do the name out of the hat thing? JB]

Any other ideas, please shout.

[I've got an idea! how about Noel also, in case we get a Christmas gig/the Christmas Market. JB]

