Notes from 29 May 2012 Rehearsal

 
Attendees: SA, JB, SE, MM, KM, RM,  LS, SS, WT

Apologies: JL, AL, MS

Chair : JB

	Song
	
	Who

	Kakilambe
	We sang through this twice. Louli has the feel of it now and is conducting us in and out. We need to practise more so that it becomes second nature.

Plan to use the song as an entrance number for a future gig.
	Louli

	Willie’s Rare
	Sang through the soprano part (WT and JB) once. Most people hadn’t had the time to download it or listen.

Learn for next rehearsal.

Listened collectively
	all

	Alilo
	Listened collectively.

Learn for next rehearsal
	all


AOB

OBSERVATIONS from George orwell gig

	ITEM
	ACTION

	1) We have been invited back by the George Orwell.
	

	2) The general view was that the seating arrangements were poor and took a lot of time to reorganise.  Louli to draw up plan for the next one to take to the gig on the night. 
	Louli 

	3) Matt made the point that we mustn’t get caught out sneaking a drink of port at the next gig (like we did at the last two). Robin to talk to Mark (landlord) about either a) giving us a bottle or paying a corkage fee for our own bottle next time.
	Robin

	4) The music stand is a barrier between us and the audience and should be moved to one side before songs which have no conductor.
	


FEEDBACK ON THE PERFORMANCE 

	Person giving feedback
	Wrabler Feedback
	Action 

	Robin
	No negative feedback. Much improved on last time, both in the way we looked and sounded. People commented we were relaxed.
	

	Wendy
	Again no negative feedback. Personally felt we were much improved. Think we should try to get over “mistakes” like ending Let’s Dance early a bit more professionally, rather than the little scuffle that ensued on stage.
	

	Louli
	Men need more practise of their song. More conducting up front would be better. We need more world/folk music in the repertoire (personal feeling as well as feedback). Persevere with Milky Way. Staging was good – remarked upon by guests. 
	WT to find more world/folk

	Matt
	The fact that we hadn’t performed for six months really showed, in our nerves etc. Late changes (to Aka Si, Let’s Dance), caused problems and should be avoided. Conducting helpful, although need to stay at front and not merge back into the group.
	

	Sarah
	More world/folk music wanted. Need to get G.O. to move furniture for us.
	See above.

	Sebastian
	Aka Si – not good because chaps didn’t get their start notes. Important to take time before starting so that we are confident we’re getting it right.

Men not connecting by not looking at each other. Make eye contact – important!!!
	All – do not worry about taking time to get a start note right.

Practise in rehearsals.

	Kathleen
	We were much improved.  We filled and carried the space, despite outside background noise. She felt the joy. Andrew felt the joy!
	

	Juliana
	Astounded at the positive reviews. Felt bad about Let’s Dance – caused by concentrating very hard on not f***ing up…. Felt we speeded up a lot, esp on Let’s Dance.  This is down to experience. We have recordings of the evening to listen to and JB will make tracks for us to download and turn into CDs. 
	

	Amanda
	My bit of feedback, beyond the obvious glow of great singing with you all and thanks, is something about working towards more of a sense of the stage as a performance space. That invisible, magical divide that when you step on it means that everything you do is for the audience. We're much better, but still because of nerves, some people talk amongst themselves when 'on stage'. It is fine and often necessary to talk to each other when needed, but it feels so school playish to voice what's not intended either for the audience or to communicate something without an awareness that you are on stage, not in the kitchen with a cuppa. This was most obvious in whichever song it was we finished early by accident. We were all surprised and disappointed, but there's something about being able to flow flexibly with whatever mistakes we make to keep the audience comfortable, rather than allow them to experience our discomfort. Personally, I find it helpful to think as soon as I am 'on stage' I am a hostess - so I know to try to help people feel welcome and at home. Rant over (but I'm offstage so what do you expect?!)
	All – concentrate on stage presence at future rehearsals

	Outside Feedback
	Follow up

	David McDade
	You done fantastic!
Effusive it is that I am!  That's what.
Anonymous quotable comments as follow.
I won't insult you with flattery, but the show was brilliant.
The choice of songs and the order of the programme was perfect. 
From the moment of that first rousing harmony to the final encore it was an inspirational treat.  I wanted to join in very badly!  (In both senses of the word.)  
Hard to pick a favourite, but the solo guitar, your duet, and the madrigal, were very sweet and memorable, breaking up the flow and adding texture to the show.  
Loved the arrangements, for the most part very interesting and listenable, with some beautiful harmonies.   
The full-swell and uptempo numbers were great - inspirational and tight.  
Everybody who introduced a song did an excellent job, and all the conductors too. 
Little mistakes, glimpses of the bones, (not knowing why Matt was needed for Rising Sun, and finishing another song prematurely,) both in wonderful innocence and without embarrassment, helped us the audience feel 'involved' in a weird way.

When's the next one?

A few tips, and they are small by comparison.  
Think you should cut down House Of The Rising Sun to a 2-3 minute number.  
The carousing song was good, but the boys just don't look like rabble-rousers, any more the women would look like slatterns for a cathouse number.
Nervousness just occasionally showed in missed or shaky notes when only one person alone had them to sing, especially in sops.  Glum faces are distracting, (including deep concentration,) as is swaying and bobbing.  If you send me group photo with names, I can tell you which person (this person was AMANDA) was a good example to follow on this score.
Did you have someone videoing it?  If not, I'd suggest it for next time.  It would be good for recap/rehearsal purposes, and to illustrate such things.
I'd have other presentation/showskills tips if and when you'd want them, given that the core (the singing) is definitely ready for the circuit, if that were an aim.
	Amanda is the one to emulate on stage.  Perhaps we should re-visit our Christmas recording to see what it is she does, exactly?

	Steph Bramwell
	It was a lovely evening,  and I really enjoyed it. I thought the presentation was much tighter, and worked well, and I liked the way you each introduced and conducted different songs. As a group, I thought you looked more focussed, and you kept closer together, which worked better as well.

I like the small group singing, which gives it variety. It was about the right length, and pretty well balanced. It was nice for me to recognise some of the songs that we sang over Burns Night.

I enjoy some of the arrangements more than others,  but that's just a personal view. I'd have liked another men's song. And maybe a very emotional song would be interesting
	Continue working on more small group stuff to add texture to  shows.

	Bruna Cattini
	It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening. I liked all the songs chosen and most  of the arrangements. in the "house of the rising sun" Louli’s part was magnificently executed, however, I thought the rest of it was a little too biased on the upper register, not quite enough grit. I loved "Blackbird" this time. It was all there!  You presented an eclectic mix of songs that could not fail to please. Including the madrigal which was a triumph.  Thanks to all of you.
	

	Keith Goozee
	Ditch I Want to Break Free – it’s camp, light-weight drivel. 
	Don’t ditch I Want to Break Free. It’s a triumph!!!

	James Mills
	Good stuff Wrablers, lovely harmonies and some delicate moments - well done!
	

	Paddy Looney
	It was a lovely gig, really wonderful. Thank you Wrablers. Although it was the first time I ever saw someone take out a tissue and blow their nose on stage. 
	Don’t blow nose on stage (that was me)

	Liz Stuart
	WOW Wonderful Wrablers, lovely layers and mixes - my leaving before the end was no reflection and many apologies for needing to do so. Thank you for a heart warming and spirit lifting evening 
	


OTHER AOB

	ITEM
	ACTION

	1) We have a confirmed date of 13 October for our benefit gig for Cricklewood Homeless Concern. More details in due course.
	WT to keep all informed

	2) Hospice Gig

Amanda’s suggestion of the George Orwell set list plus several others had a mixed reception.  It was felt that the additional songs were too many and that if songs were to be added they should only be Summertime and Moon River. Add to agenda for next time.  There was also doubt voiced over the set list being appropriate, esp eg Robin’s song (although it’s beautiful) and My Son John.  Amanda to advise.
	Amanda 

	3) Sarah Learning Materials

The group felt strongly that everyone should take responsibility for their own learning materials.

In the short term, Matt will make copies of parts for Sarah and burn them to disk and Juliana will make copies of lyrics/sheet music. But longer term Sarah is requested to find a way of supporting her own learning needs. Louli has volunteered a student card so that she can use the library at London Met. She has also agreed to get a CD player so that she can listen to songs other than in the car.
	Matt

Juliana

Sarah

	4) The music stand is a barrier between us and the audience and should be moved to one side before songs which have no conductor.
	

	5) There is continuing speculation and doubt as to whether Daniel will be joining us any time soon, and a few people wondered if we should continue to attempt to recruit 
	


Next Meeting:

Tuesday 12 June – Queen Square

Tuesday 19 June – this is an extra rehearsal to prepare for the Hospice gig. This can be at Dawson Road if Queen Square not possible.
PAGE  
1

